NEW ZEALAND MASTERS SWIMMING INC.

        SWIMMING OFFICER’S REPORT TO 2019 AGM

In 2018 the following fully sanctioned meets were held:

Auckland SC Champs  – Auckland in May - hosted by Roskill at Cameron Pool with Eugene Manko as organiser. Again this event is an excellent opportunity for swimmers in the north to compete. 
South Island SC Champs –Once again held in August by the Ashburton Masters Club –this meet being held regularly is a great opportunity for the South Island swimmers to get competition.  
North Island SC Champs – Mike Bodger again put his hand up to host this event – again well supported by the Whakatane Swim Club.  Always a well run event to attend but it would be great to have another club step up in future years and give Mike a break.  No major issues arose and a good turnout of entries.
NZMS Long Course Championships – Waitakere City Masters came to the rescue this year again to host an important championship event with excellent entries with 37 ind.records and 12 relay records proving that some successful programmes are being promoted in many clubs.
Postal Events.   Events from the past?
These events have obviously been gathering a bit of dust over the past few years although Graeme Corrin from Masterton has kept some going for a few years and I believe it has been important to do so.  Now that Graeme is moving away a question is raised as to whether some could be resurrected.  

These become good goals and challenges within a club situation.

Over the years we have had:  the NZMS 800/1500; One Hour and Half Hour swims. The Wall – Northland Masters and  Foveaux Sprints;

Are they to be left in the past or is someone/a club willing to pick up and run with some of them?

Partially sanctioned.
NZ Masters Games – held in Dunedin – and was well run in conjunction with Dunedin Masters and the Swim Otago and their official expertise.  This year the event was partly sanctioned allowing NZ records to be broken making it the only occasion in the South Island for this to happen for Long Course records.
Host clubs have again found it essential to build relationships with their local Swim Clubs but this must be done early as the SNZ events calendar has very few windows of opportunity.
NZMS decision to continue to waive sanctioned meet fees currently is a financial help.

Now that sanctioned events are almost exclusively being entered online through the SNZ database this has taken some burden off host clubs, although because time recorded previously are used this does not always favour the maturing master swimmer.  IT Officer Liz Davidson has taken on some extra work for this and her skills are very much appreciated and her advice to hosts very welcome.
Thanks also to Jan O’Donnell as retiring Records Officer for her immaculate record keeping and I wish her well in the future.
Lesley Parkin
Swimming Officer, NZMS  
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