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Firstly for those that do not already know me, my name is Paulette Tasker.  I am a member of Waitakere City Masters Swimming Club & have belonged to New Zealand Masters Swimming since 1991.
I officially took over the role of National Recorder from Jan O’Donnell in June of this year & would like to acknowledge Jan’s dedication & ongoing support of New Zealand Masters Swimming.  She has been in the role of National Recorder for the past 14 years & has kept meticulous records.  I very much appreciate her patience & thoroughness in passing on her experience & knowledge.  Plus her offer of continued support as I become familiar with this role.  I also want to thank the other members of the executive who have answered my many queries over the past few months.

Due to the change of the membership year my report covers the period January 2018 to June 2019.

During 2018 there were a total of 120 New Zealand records broken (62 long course, 43 short course & 15 relays).  Female swimmers broke 58 of these records & males 47.  Numbers are down from 2017 (227 records) most probably due to the World Masters Games being hosted in Auckland in April of 2017.
The National Long Course Championships hosted by Waitakere City Masters in May 2018 produced the highest number of records broken at one event (36 + 11 relays).
There were 5 events held in New Zealand in 2018 & NZ swimmers broke 33 records in total at 5 overseas events (4 events in Australia & 1 in U.S.A).
The swimmer who broke the most NZ records in 2018 was Kyla Steenhart of Roskill Masters (12 records from 4 events).
The oldest NZ record broken in 2018 was by Darryl Follows in the 50-54 years 200m Backstroke at Auckland Short Course Championships 21/04/18.  The previous record of 2:30.21 was held by Barry Young since 21/10/90 & Darryl set a new record of 2:20.15.  This record had stood for 28 years!!
There were no world records broken by NZ swimmers during 2018.

During the year January to June 2019 there have been a total of 19 records broken (6 long course & 13 short course).  Female swimmers broke 4 records & male 15.
So far this year our swimmers have broken records at 1 New Zealand event, 2 Australian events, & 1 event in the United States of America.
There have been no world records broken by NZ swimmers during this period.
The processing of records during this time appears to have been mostly straight forward.  There have been a few queries regarding setting records at an intermediate distance in a longer distance race & we have been able to quote the following rule:
A swimmer in an individual event may apply for a National Record at an intermediate distance if he/she specifically requests the referee that this performance be especially timed or if the time at the intermediate distance is recorded by automatic officiating equipment. The swimmer must complete the scheduled distance of the event to apply for a record at the intermediate distance.

We have also had requests to process historical records that we were not notified about at the time (1 from a world championship event 9 years ago) & have had to quote the following rule:
An application for a National Record must be received by the National Recorder within 3 months of the date of the performance.

Once I have a good feel for the role I hope to move towards more electronic record processing & record keeping which will be more environmentally friendly & space efficient plus enable easier sharing of information.

In summary I am finding my new role very interesting & look forward to following our swimmers successes in New Zealand & overseas during the next membership year.

Paulette Tasker
26/10/19 for AGM to be held 22/11/19
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